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SHock STAR 


o you like surprises? Are you attracted to the 
strange and unusual? Then step right up. You’re 
about to enter the extraordinary world of Robert 
Ripley, a man who was as famous during his lifetime , 
as any rock star of today. A self-taught cartoonist with gs é 
a daily newspaper column, Ripley had a worldwide = f 
readership of over 80 million people. Each day, 

his mailbox was stuffed with 3,500 letters — and 
sometimes, he got more than letters. He once | } 
received a shrunken head with a note attached that / 
said, “Please take good care of this. | think it is one . 
of my relatives.” Robert Ripley died in 1949, but his legacy lives on in the Ripley 
researchers who are always looking for new oddities to amaze and astound you. 
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Odd-inary People 


Zack Phillips is so dedicated to RollerSoccer 
he had hexagons tattooed on his head and 
dyes the hair inside to match the colors of 


whatever team he’s rooting for! 


The Inner You 


Your own body is an amazing machine. 
Think about your heart, which pumps 
700,000 gallons of blood a year! Or your 
liver, which can regenerate itself within a 
week — even if two-thirds of it have been 
surgically removed! 
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ghout this book, you'll see cartoons 
from, the Ripley archives. The date 


pettoon was first published is 


Standing AOvfect 
tall and 13 feet ene 
wide, the world’s 

largest broom 
was created in 


Deshler 
, Nebrask | a 
to ce | e b a, q y 
rate | 

broom f a f ,S! esl a V 
alle iversary. Lat a in this edition of Ripley's Special Edition 2007, 
it was Bes tie ' you'll find fun features, such as eye-popping 
and made into 1 a optical iusions, mpostcards” of unusual 

2440 festivals, timelines about Deadheads (of State, 

that is), and milestone land speed records, 
the last. 


regular-size brooms 
from the first to 


This miniature wooden replica of the Palace 
in the Forbidden City 
tabletop- 


in Beijing, China, Wil 
g Like the original, the replica was made 
7 using nails. 


without 
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On April 16, 2003, an elderly couple in Espelkamp, 
Germany, got a rude awakening. A wild boar 
crashed through their patio doors, leaped into their 
Cover! tia lunchtime bed, and burrowed under the covers, tusks and all! 
billion-dollar arms budget The boar was being chased by the couple’s pet 

S$ .stopped pus Yorkshire terrier. Andreas Janik, amazed that such a 

every small dog could frighten a wild animal as large as 

a boar, had to smack the boar on the nose with a 


newspaper to get it to leave. 


Slimedi! 

On October 12, 2003, millions of 
newly hatched millipedes swarmed 
over more than 1,300 feet of railroad 
track near Osaka, Japan, causing 
an oncoming train to skid to a stop, 
leaving a trail of squished 
bugs behind. 


Riveting Ceremony 


In Khochakandar, India, on the first weekend in 
June 2005, 400 wedding guests cheered while a band 
played Hindu songs and priests chanted Hindu prayers. 
Who were the bride and groom? Two giant toads! 
The wedding, arranged by local villagers, was an offering 
to the rain gods to get them to end a long dry spell. 
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ae Dj Barry Yip of Hong Kong 
-hina, once spent 81 hours and 23 seconds 
singing 1,000 karaoke ono % 
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in 2004, activists around the world got together 
and organized protests against oil dependency and 
environmental pollution caused by automobile emissions. 
instead of marching oF holding sit-ins, however, the 
activists chose to ride bicycles — and instead of clothing, 
some wore body paint! Since then, the World Naked 
Bike Ride has become an annual event, with participants 
hitting the pedals as bare as they dare. 
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e showed up at a park in 


London, England, to take part in the first Mobile 
Phone Olympics. The event featured such 
cell phone-related events as picture and text 

messaging, game playing, and cell-phone 
+ hurling contests. Eleven-year-old Reece Price 


X\ won in all four categories — sending an 
r text message in 


' 8Q-characte 
~ 56 seconds, sending 2 picture 
message in 21 seconds, scoring 


highest on the Tony 
Hawk’s Pro Skater 4, _— 


cell-phone game, 


and hurling an old ; 
= 


in 2003, 10,000 peop! 


cell phone more 
than 113 feet. 


, Kevj 
England, cli in Thackwell 
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1) Spain: Even though construction 
began on La Sagrada Familia in Barcelona, Spain, 
125 years ago, it will be another 30 to 80 years 
before the church is completed. Still, more than 
two million people a year flock to see its tall 
towers (there will eventually be 18, the tallest 
of them 558 feet high) and admire its fanciful 
stonework. The architect, Antoni Gaudi, worked Belgium 
on the church for most of his life, from age 
31 until his death in 1926 at age 74 — and his 
body is entombed there. 
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ATLANTIC OCEAN i- 
France Switzerland 


1 2 ] Italy: If you 


; Dee a visit La Specola before lunch, 
<3 you may not feel like eating 
afterward! This museum in 
Florence is famed for its huge 
collection of anatomically correct 
wax figures in various stages of 
such nasty illnesses as the 
bubonic plague! 


Poland 


Croatia 


3) Auatria © Hellbrunn Castle, built 
in the 1600s, is famous for its trick fountains 
that soak unsuspecting visitors. Just as ingenious 
are its water-driven mechanical figures. In the 
castle’s theater, 200 of them act out scenes 
from everyday life in an 18th-century town. 
Others, including the Germaul (right), which 
is the secret emblem of Hellbrunn, are hidden 
in grottos around the grounds. 


e 
1S] Slovakia: Unlike most 
one-street towns, Medzilaborce boasts a 
museum of modern art. You can’t miss it 
— two giant sculptures, Campbell’s Soup ! 
and Campbell’s Soup Il, sit just outside the 
doors. The museum is dedicated to the art 
of Andy Warhol, whose mother, Julia, was 


born nearby. 


4 ) England: 


Each summer, thousands of Visitors 
flock to York for a chance to get lost 
in one of the world’s largest mazes! 
They wander among 30 acres 
of paths cut through 1.5 million 
ten-foot-tall maize (corn) 
plants that would confuse even 


someone with the best sense of 
direction. 


Bird Call, 


If you're ever in the city of Guaira, Brazil, 
you can phone home from a public 
phone shaped like a toucan. 

The region’s most endangered 

Species, the toucan will soon #® 


be extinct if Steps 
are not taken to 
protect it. The 
toucan phone 
booth is a sharp 
reminder of 
what would be 
lost should this 
Magnificent 
bird ever vanish 
from the Earth. 
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City 
Sculptor Liz ncisco, California, 


ed a scale home city out of 
ally lit, prightly 


recorded them 
for posterity in photographs and videos. In the 
latter, she makes the buildings shake, just like an 
earthquake — OF a bowlful of jelly! 


Double-time 


oe church in Xaghra, Malta, has 
in clock towers — one shows the 
Bee time, while the other is 
ept still to fool the devil. 


Can-atruction 


This incredible replica of the Basilica 
of Saint Peter in Rome, \taly, was 
constructed entirely from used 
soft-drink cans — 10 million of them 
to be exact! Measuring 316 feet wide 
and 97 feet high, the replica was built 
in 1997 by volunteers. it. remained 
intact for just one year, after which it 
was dismantled and the metal 
auctioned off for charity. 
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High-tech Tag 


Students at New York University $ Interactive 
Telecommunications Program are eaming 
graduate credits by bringing Pac-man, a 1980s 
video game, to life. They call it Pac-Manhattan. 
Toplay, you need five players and five controllers. 
Pac-man’s job is to collect all the virtual dots 
that run the length of the streets in Greenwich 
Village's Washington Square Park before the 
four ghosts, Inky, Blinky, Pinky, and Clyde, can 
catch him or her. The whole chase is tracked on 
the Internet by the controllers, who guide the 
players by using cell phones and updating their 
positions on a software map. Pac-man knows 
how many dots have been “eaten” by talking to 
his or her controller. 
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Smashing Succesn! 


On july 4, 2005, the fireworks On Earth Wels nothing 
compared to the light show in space! That’s when the 
spaceship Deep Impact hurled a missile at Tempel 1,4 
four-mile-wide comet. Traveling at 23,000 miles per 
hour, the 820-pound missile blasted a huge hole In 
the comet's surface tO help scientists find out what 
f the data is still being 
one major 
surprise: It seems a come 
as previously thought, but soft and fine like talcum 
powder! Who knew? 


= Aateroid Slams Earth! 


- , By October 2005, NASA scientists logging Near-Earth 
Objects (NEOs) had found more than 3,500. One 
of them, a 1,000-foot-wide asteroid called Apophis, 
may actually crash into Earth in 2036. Not to worry, 
however. Apophis probably wouldn’t cause as much 
damage as the 4- to 7-mile-wide asteroid believed 
to have struck Earth 250 million years ago. That one 
nearly caused the extinction of all life on Earth. 


Unidentified flying objects (UFOS), alien abductions, secret 
government communications with extraterrestrials = all 
assume that there are other life-forms in the universe. Do 
extraterrestrials really exist? That's the question scientists 
at the SET! (Search for Extraterrestrial intelligence) \nstitute 
in Berkeley, California, are trying to answer. They Use radio 
telescopes to listen for unidentified signals that could be 
sent by extraterrestrials. Some of the signals are analyzed 
by SsETI@home, 2 virtual supercomputer consisting of 
thousands of PCs connected to the Internet — it’s 

a project that anyone who owns 4 computer can 


participate in. 
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Fungi Facts 


3 Fungi are more closely related 
= to humans and animals than to 
A other plants, and though most 
% of the world’s species are divided 
Rock Legenda Zs into two genders, fungi boast 


f 
r 


Here are some hard facts and some very more than 36,000 sexes! 


old myths that are hardly rock solid! 


Turquoise 

Fact: Turquoise gets its color 

from the mineral copper. 

Legend: Native Americans 

wore turquoise during dry spells 
cee because they believed that it 


?€ \Na could bring rain. oe Aquamarine 
4459, 2 * | Fact: Aquamarine crystals 
pn ; \ }, can weigh up to 243 pounds. 
x Legend: People with enemies 


kept these stones around in case 
they were poisoned. For an instant 
“cure,” they’d grind up the crystals 
and stir them into a cup of tea. 
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Amethyst 6 
Fact: Lovely amethyst _ ; 
crystals are found inside 


¥ rough, chunky rocks 
4 fn 
a6 called geodes. f\ | 
x Legend: People who 


needed to keep a clear 
head wore amethysts to 
stay awake and alert. 


Garnet Opal 
Fact: Garnets come in more , Fact: Opals get their 
colors than any other mineral iridescent quality from 


— every color but blue. a mineral called silica. 
Legend: People once 


believed wearing opals 
made them invisible. 


Legend: For sweet dreams, 
people suffering from 
nightmares tucked garnets 
under their pillows. 
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Gulp! The pelican eel can live at depths of 
6,500 feet or more. Also known as the gulper 
eel, it can stretch its loosely hinged jaws 
and gullet to swallow fish much larger than 
itself. 


Giant tubeworms 


have no eyes. 
te be is attached to the ocean 


disared plume used 
eat hydrogen sulfide 


converted into nutrients ay 
& es e inside the worms bodies. 


the bacteria that liv 


Lights Out! 

The deep-sea shrim ; 
cloud of light from ae fendi 
temporarily blind or distract 
predator, allowing the shrimp t 
disappear into darker rts : 


Great Balla of Snot 


When scientists began exploring the ocean floor, 

they were surprised by how much life was there 

_— and by how little food there was to sustain it. 

In 1972, a marine scientist named Alice Alldredge 

suggested the answer might be mucus “houses” 

Sor, in Gtnier words, snot — called sinkers, and 

recent studies have confirmed it. Sinkers are 

produced by tadpole-like animals called giant 

larvaceans. About 2 inches long, 4 larvacean spins 

a mucus web roughly 3 feet in diameter, sits inside 

Deep under it, and uses it to filter small bits of food. When the 
towers rise y _ Oceans, K filter gets plugged up by sea creatures and other 


P like underwa food too big to fit through, the larvacean moves 


ter 


> 
Called f hese tower Pout, and the sinker falls to the ocean floor like a 
ydrothermal > are g 


S. 


black smoker carton full of takeout. Dinner is served! 
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TIME AND SPACE 


On August 16, 2005, the Russian 
Cosmonaut Sergei Krikalev logged 


748 days in orbit, setting a new 

record for the most cumulative time 

in space. At the time, Krikalev was the 
commander of the International Space 
Station. In the past, he spent time on 
the Mir Space Station and was a crew 
member on the space shuttle Discovery. 
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Lasting 
Impression 


The first people ever to set foot on 
the moon were Apollo 77 astronauts 
Neil Armstrong and Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin 
That was back in 1969, but their footprints 
are still there. That’s because wind and 
rain don’t exist on the moon, so there’s 
nothing to disturb them. In fact? “ 
__ it’s possible the astroglia ‘i 

. _ footprints will stay there 
so forever” = 22 


Ejected centuries ago from a now-extinct 
volcano near Soriano nel Cimino, Italy, the 
giant boulder known as Sasso Menicante 


is 30 feet long and weighs 276 tons — yet 
it is so well balanced on its narrow base 
that it can rock back and forth without 
ever falling off. 
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Swept Away! In 2003, 43-year-old Raphaéla 
le Gouvello of France became the first woman 
to windsurf almost 5,000 miles across the 
Pacific Ocean. Undaunted by the triple threats 
of seasickness, the cold, and hungry sharks, 
she completed the trip in 89 days. The ocean 
from Lima, Peru, to Tahiti is the most isolated 
tretch of water in the world. 


High Time! 


In 1891, a baker named Sylvain Dornon 
from a marshy area of France called 
Les Landes, strapped on his stilts 
in Paris and started walking. Fifty- 
eight days and 2,000 miles later, 
he arrived in Moscow, setting a 

record for stilt-walking 
that’s still unbroken! 
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Underage 
Driver! 
David Higgins of 
Suffolk, England, 
hit a 105-yard 
hole in one — 
and he was only 
four years old! 
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Blowing bubbles fitable as well as 

fun! Every yea" kids under twelve compete 

in local contests all over the USA to See who 

can blow the 

the field is narrowed to 

Mave: to New York City fo 

Bubble National Blowing Contest where 

akes home $10,000 worth of © 

e Cambridge (right) 

of Chicago, inol -, 2003 with 4 

14-inch bubble. 
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Sweet Deal! Students at the Falkenberg 
High School of Design in southwestern 
Sweden are paid the equivalent of $60 a 
month just to show up at school o. time 
every day. 


Real Cold 
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HAMPSHIRE, ENGLAND: It took 44-year-old Stephen 


Gough 11 months to walk 900 miles from one end 


of Great Britain to the other. Neither rain, near- 


freezing temperatures, NOF a few nights in jail could 
stop him. Why was he arrested? They don’t call him 


the Naked Rambler for nothing — Gough made the 


whole trip without wearing any clothes! 


ALLAHABAD, INDIA: Rajendra Kumar Tiwari entertains 
audiences by balancing up to a dozen candles in his 
mustache — lit candles, that is. Then he strikes up the 
band and, using the muscles in his face, makes his 
mustache and the lit candles dance to the strains of ~ = 
Indian music. In order to improve muscle control, he © 
‘even had two teeth pulled. i not performing, 


Tiwari collects things other pe 


finds a place for them in his waste museum. 


e throw away and | 


Wheel-y silly! 


OVIEDO, SPAIN: Lawyer Alvaro Neil sold his car 
and bought a more economical form of 
transportation — 4 bicycle. In 2001, he set off 
to pedal more than 18,000 miles through South 
America. Then in 2004, Neil quit his job and 
began a bike ride around the world. Starting 
in Africa, he'll move on to the Middle East, Asia, 
and Australia, then fly to Alaska and pedal to 
Argentina's Tierra del Fuego before returning to 
Europe. Oh, yes, and during the entire trip, he'll 
be dressed as a clown! 
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KUANTAN, MALAYSIA: On September 19, 2004, Nur Malena 
d her 27th birthday in a shopping center. 
ving in a 10-by-1 2-foot 
| Why? She wanted to 


Hassan celebrate 
She wasn’t shopping, however, but li 
with 6,069 scorpions 
d record she’d set in 2001 for the longest 
5 — 30 days with 2,700 of the poisonous 
had been beaten by a Thai woman in 
ainful stings, Hassan was proud 


glass room — 
reclaim the worl 
stay with scorpion 
Giedtuces: — which 


2002. After 36 days and 17 p 
to once again be named the Scorpion Queen. 


Sailing Around! 


USHANT, FRANCE: Twenty-eight-year-old 
Ellen MacArthur of Great Britain completed 
‘ her 27,354-mile circumnavigation of the 
globe ina 75-foot-long trimaran — alone! 
— on February 7, 2005. The voyage 
lasted 71 days, 14 hours, 18 minutes, and 
33 seconds — setting anew world record for 
a solo voyage around the world. 
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Barking Up the Right Tree 


According to a recent study conducted 
by German psychologist Reinhold Bergler, 
children who own dogs are better behaved, 


more motivated, and get better grades than 
children who don’t. Woof! Woof! 
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Starbucks Joe 


So far, John Winter Smith of 
Silver Spring, Maryland, is well on 
his way to fulfilling his dream — to 
visit every company-owned Starbucks 
store in the world. Since 1997, he’s 
collected cups from almost 5,000 stores 
in North America and more than 200 in 
other countries, which he uses to create 
fanciful sculptures. Smith has gained a 
certain amount of fame for his unusual 
pastime, appearing on CBS’‘s 
The Early Show, NPR radio, and 
CNN Headline News. 


Real Eye-opener 


“Bullet” Bob Oldham of Myrtle Beach 


South Carolina, can open beer bottles 
with his eyebrows. 
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3 The Seeing Ice Dogs are a hockey cae 
= 2) located in Calgary, Canada. Why ee 

FS name? It just so happens that most 0 

. players on the team are blind! 
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Painted Lady 

Great Britain’s Isobel Varley is covered from head to 
toe in colorful tattoos. Varley got her first tattoo in 
1986 at age 49, and from then on she was hooked. 
In fact, she began getting piercings as well. Now she 
travels the world to show off her body art, appearing 
on TV shows and speaking at tattoo conventions. 
Called the World’s Most Tattooed Senior Woman, this 
proud title-holder has no plans to stop getting 
painted any time soon! 
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Out of Shape 


Garry “Stretch” Turner of Holton le 


England, has a rare condition called Ehlers-Danlos 


syndrome, which affects the connective tiss 


What does that mean? His skin is stretchy — sO 


stretchy that he can even pull the skin of his neck 


up over his mouth. In fact, Turner holds the world 


record for having the stretchiest skin. 


® ® 

Kickin the Head 

in 1996, Zack Phillips of San Francisco created the 
RollerSocce! international Federation to promote 


the sport — playing soccer On in-line skates — he’d 
‘nvented the year before. Phillips even turned his head 
into a soccer ball. To save time, he had the hexagons 
tattooed on his head SO that all he has to do is dye 
the hair within the lines. He also dyes his eyebrows 

eard to match. Sometimes Phillips will let 
another fan touch his head, but kicking is strictly 
forbidden! 
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Trattic Stoppe™ 


it takes a lot to stop traffic in New York City, but 
model Keisha Caesar did just that, creating 4 traffic 
jam as she walked from the hair salon to the Hair 
Wars exhibition at the Apollo Theater. A cab driver 
actually stopped his car to gawk at her head. Created 
by Veronica Forbes, the hairdo was inspired by the 
headgear of a fellow churchgoer 


In 1982, Ken Edwards of Cheshire, 
England, ate 12 live slugs, followed 


by 2 steel wool soap pads for 
dessert — in less than 2 minutes! 
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Hand-out! Established in 1918, the World 
RPS Society based in Toronto, Canada, hol 
an annual contest to pick the new R 
Paper Scissors World Champion! 


Odd-lympirs 
At Alaska’s annual Eskimo-Indian | 
Olympics, participants in the Ear | 
Weight contest vie to see who can 
walk the longest distance with 


16 one-pound lead ingots 
tied to one ear. 
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mily reunion. YOu would 
ctly what the builders of 


sofa had in mind when they created it 
for the 1999 annual Dubai Shopping Festival — whose 


theme just happe “The Family Get- 


of the Millennium.” fa’s length easily 
hat of the previous record holder, 4 24-foot- 


long sofa built by 4 British furniture company: iinee- 
’ and-half-year-old Vishal Venkat shows his approval by 


B®  pouncing on the Dubai sofa’s massive cushions. 


world’s biggest fa 


\magine the 
¢ seats. That's exa 


together 
At 108 feet, the so 


surpasses it 


Extra! 


Cartons Oons 


Instead of being pulled by dogsleds 
a5 in the Iditarod Trai Glen Dog 


Race in Alaska, COMPETITORS in tie 


Idiotarod Raae Wear the most idiotic 
Costumes they can find whi 


outrageously decorated sho 
The 5- 


le Pushing 
PP!ng carts. 
mile race Through the streets of 
New York City features teams dressed 
as ghostbusters Mexican 
and giant squids, 
do they do it? Ang 


mariachis, 
To name a few, Why 

Wers one Participant 
“For the glory an | 


d the Eanes to Win 
300 dollars” 


Young women from the Banda 
tribe in the Central African 
Republic are not considered 
ready for Marriage until they 


have €aten an entire chicken 


breaking any 


— faw — without 
bones! 
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‘1 Unbelievable! 


Gordon Zwicky’s tale begins when he and 
his wife win the lottery and use the money 
to drive To Florida. Along the way, they 
spota highway sign that reads CLEAN 
RESTROOMS AHEAD. Since Zwicky believes 
@ in obeying road signs, the couple ends uP 
using 26] rolls of paper towels, 9 cases ° 
toilet cleanen 99 8b bottles of Windex. 
By the time they get To Florida, they re $0 
they turn around and 9° home. 
It? Not! Zwicky was named World 
Champion tiar of 2000 Se elicdale (9 the 
Burlington, Wisconsin, Liar’s Club contest. 
Sometimes It pays to tell a whopper 


pooped, 
Believe 


save Me. | 
In 1998, Elmajean Donnelly of 
od City, Pennsylvania, beat 


Elwo 
stants 


But 200 other conte 
| Ugly Couch 
£2,000 
gliest 


in the annua 
Contest to win the 
first prize for having the ¥ 
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Shaggy Survivor, 


When hurricane Katrina struck I 
rescuers tended to human 
pets to fend for themselves, L 


n September 2005, 
victims first, leaving 
uckily, many of them 


Survived, thanks to thousands of volunteers, like 
David Coupe of Panama Cit , Florida, who waded 
RIPLEY FILE: through polluted Waters to rescue abandoned pets 
] 16.1936 from flooded homes, rooftops, and 
‘i d Paice islands of debris in 
Miracu 


One of the largest 

Escape! 7 pet rescue efforts 
-year-o Fes 

ee ve aoe in history, 
Eureka, Utah, 
was struck by a 
freight train and . 
thrown ten feet _ « > 
through the air. J= 
The engine and f= | ‘ 
six cars passed . > J ( 
over her body — ? 
yet she survived 
without injury! 
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Double trouble 


A three-year-old German boy was . 
uninjured after driving the family car 
30 feet before crashing it. Four days 
later, a TV news crew showed up to 
recreate the scene. They turned 
their backs for a moment — and 
the boy drove off again! 
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A Live Wire 3 strikes Earth 100 ti ate lightning 


each ti 
in 1999, 4 female black bear showed time heating the air toa 


| . tem 
up on the streets of Albuquerque, New D perature of 
' f°) querq 50,000 degrees 


Mexico. Frightened residents called , Fahrenheit — five tim 

animal control officers, but before they ; than the sun’ es hotter 
Pome catch het, the panicked bear s surface! 
climbed up 4 utility pole, where she was 

zapped by more than 7,000 volts of 

electricity and fell 25 feet to the ground. 

After being airlifted by helicopter to the 

nearest ZOO, the bear was treated and 

released back into the wild. 
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Richard Van Pham’s 
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for survival. Va radio was broken and, 
after a sudden royed his mast and 
threw him off co i O miles in 
the Pacific Ocean. d himself 
by eating fish and drinking en he 
was finally rescued almost 300m 
of Costa Rica, he was grilling 4 seagull over 
fueled with wood from his own boat. 
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In June 2005, 11-year-old Brennan Hawkins 
was camping in the Utah mountains with a 
Boy Scout troop when he wandered off by 
himself and became hopelessly lost. To keep 
warm during the cool nights, Brennan slept 
in a crouching position with his sweatshirt 
down over his knees. Four days 
nd, hungry and_ thirsty 
d in good spirits. When 
be on TY, his reply was, 
he'll take a compass. 


pulled 
later, he was fou 
but unharmed an 
asked how it felt to 
“Sweet.” Next time, 
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SNAKEPIT 


On May, 20, 1991, a copperhead slithered out of 
a vent in the cockpit of a helicopter flying over 
Rock Hill, South Carolina. The pilot tried to step 
on the snake, lost control of his helicopter, and 
crashed into the trees below. The helicopter was 
destroyed, but the pilot was uninjured. No word 
about the snake. 


waterslide “ 


In 1989, William Lamm of Vero Beach, California, 


i ked int 
sscaped unhurt after being suc 
os, intake pipe and traveling through ‘for 


1,500 feet at 50 miles per hour! y 
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SQui RRELLy: 


When the lights suddenly JO out and you can’t 
Use your Computer or watch TV, who's to blame? 
The answer Might b 


€ squirrels, Ar. 
Squirre] Popu 
of blackouts. 


tions 


to thousands of people. Now 
Engineers are fitting the 
vulnerable connections 
With insulatin 
“boots” that 
Prevent squirrels 
from Comin 
into Contact with 
live Wires, 
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Earth from a distant planet, Found o 


Fant Food 


The star-nosed mole sports the most sensitive Nose 
in the animal kingdom. Composed of 22 fleshy 
fingerlike rays that squirm in all directions, this 


talented nose is perfect for tracking mass quantities 
of insects, WOrMS, and shellfish. These greedy 
creatures have been clocked downing ten mouthfuls 
of earthworms in 7.3 seconds, giving new meaning 
to the phrase “fast food.” 


Ghoat Monkey” 

Aye-ayes are pretty spooky looking, with their bright green eyes 
that glow in the dark; large, spoon-shaped ears; twitchy white 
whiskers; and spindly hands. Perhaps that’s why many of the 
people who share the island of Madagascar with these cat-size 
primates are afraid of them. A common belief among Malagasies 
is that aye-ayes bring death to anyone who crosses their path. 
In some areas, these gentle tree dwellers are killed on sight. 
However, deforestation is an even greater threat to their survival, 
making them the world’s most endangered primate. 
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Featherbrained! 
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| plc Malte 
ersson of Sweden 

| male long-tailed age 
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females when their tail 

gihers, usually a foot | 
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Imported as pets, Burmese pythons 
are often abandoned by their owners 
in Florida’s Everglades National Park 
when they get too big. The snakes 
grow to be 15 feet long and thrive in 
this environment. In fact, they’re doing 
SO well they may be crowding out 
other species as well as eating them. 
The pythons even attack alligators, 
sometimes with fatal results for both 
creatures — as in this instance, where 
the alligator swallowed by the python 
was so big the snake burst! 
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In December 2004, several hippopotamuses 
living in Kenya were swept out into the 
indian Ocean after heavy rains flooded their 
river home. They all made it back to shore 
except for one baby, who was spotted in the 
ocean and rescued. Named Owen, the baby 
hippo was transported to the Haller Wildlife 
Park, near Mombasa. There, Owen bonded 
with a 130-year-old giant tortoise named 
Mzee, which means “old man” in Swahili. 
Now Owen follows Mzee everywhere. At 
naptime, Owen cuddles up close to Mzee 
and rests his head on the tortoise’s shell. 
Refuge caretakers have witnessed bonding 
between different mammal species befor 


between a reptile and a mammal? This is a first! 
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s ata cemetery in 
Thailand, hundreds 
dug up to provide 
burials. Believing 
their work will bring them great 
merit, Buddhist volunteers clean 
the skeletons, which are then dried 
and reassembled for cremation. 
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Mystery Lake 
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Out of Fashion 


\f you don’t mind jooking at dead bodies, YOU might 
find the catacombs under a Capuchin monastery in 
Palermo, Italy, the perfect place to see how people 
dressed throughout history. in 1599 
and ending in 1 

dried-out corpses 

out on shelves, OF 

has distorted their facial features, m 

appear to be screaming. it would be hard to find 4 


spookier fashion show! 
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1799 — A Grave Fear ~~ rr 1326 — 
= Dead Heat 


George Washington was not afraid of 


dying, but he was afraid of being buried 4 Jolin Rill (below) anid Thomas 
2 
; 


Jefferson, the second and third 
presidents of the United States, 


alive — a fear that was quite widespread z id 


before embalming became common [X 
shared a friendly rivalry all their 


practice. Less than an hour before he i. !_. 

died on December 14, Washington told A 3 livees Minutes*before he died 
his secretary, “Do not let my body be put 3 Sgt’ Aliarhs sat upin his bed nes 
into the vault less than two days afterl . = a whispered, “Jefferson survives,” 
anvdeads” unaware that Jefferson, too, had 
died that same morning — July 4 
— 50 years to the day after the 
signing of the Declaration of 
Independence! 


1865 — Train of 
Death 


Abraham Lincoln‘s funeral train 
passed through more than 400 
towns and cities on its 20-day 
journey from Washington, D.C., 
to Springfield, Illinois, a distance 
of 1,654 miles. Along the way, at 
least a dozen funerals were held \ 

for the assassinated president. SS 


1881 — Bad Medicine 


On July 2, James Garfield was shot, but he died 
because of medical incompetence. Sixteen doctors 
poked around In his body, trying unsuccessfully to 
find the bullet, without having washed their hands 
or sterilized thelr Instruments. On September 19, 
Garfield, his heart probably weakened by more than 
two months of a of a heart attack. 


1845 — 
Potty Mouth 


Known as a champion of the 
common man, Andrew Jackson 
longest on record. It was a died on June 8 from heart failure. 
cold, nasty day, but Harrison seit His pet parrot was allowed to 
wore no overcoat, hat, or attend the funeral but had to be 


Harrison took ee st two ‘ 
hours to deiiver hi: 
word inaugural speech, the 


gloves, and he caught a Tr y removed because it wouldn’t stop 
severe coid that turned j ; cursing! 
into pneumonia. He died ’ 
exactly one month later, \ ng 
after having served the j —— “Th 
shortest presidential term : ‘ 
on record. 7 : > (6 
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1850 — Rumor Had It a 
Zachary Taylor was the second president to = 
die in office, but he is the only president to 1645 — Outsized 
have been exhumed. Rumors that he was . The coffin chosen for John Quincy 
poisoned persisted until he was dug up in - Adams was so big that it would not 
1991 and tests proved the theories were — fit into the vault. So his funeral had 
false. The reai cause of death, however, . = =. ~—sitto. ble. stopped for stonemasons to 


{ 
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make the vault wider. 


remains unknown. 


John F. Kennedy was assassi 


vearehiioce ond 


Wilkes Booth <a 


Pop Go the Toada 


In 2005, something unnatural was happening 
to the toads in Hamburg, Germany: They were 
croaking, but not in a good way. One after 


another, the creatures were swelling up More 
than three times their normal size — and then 
exploding! Scientists didn’t know what to make 
of it until one of them observed that crows were 
pecking out the toads’ livers, leaving gaping 
holes in their chests. As a defense, the toads 
puffed themselves UP. Air filled the chest holes, 
their lungs burst, and nothing was left but a 
gooey Mess. Frogs’ legs, anyone? 


Creepy-Crawly Houre 


Home is where the heart is — and some other things, too! 


BATHROOM 
You may think the 
bathroom counter is a good 
place to keep your toothbrush, but 
you would be wrong. One flush of the 
toilet and up comes a spray of bacteria- 
filled water droplets. What goes up 
must come down, and some of the 
bacterla are bound to settle on 
— you guessed It — your 
toothbrush. 


LIVING ROOM 
Don’t touch that 
telephone! It’s covered in 
germs. For that matter, so are 
your computer mouse, your 
handheld video game, and your 
TV remote. Many of the germs 
are probably of the rhinovirus 
kind, left there by those who 
don’t wash their hands 
after coughing or 
sneezing. 
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BEDROOM 
Think you’re safe in 
the bedroom? You are if 
you don’t mind sharing your 
sleeping space with millions 
of dust mites! You can’t see 
them, but they’re there, eating 
flakes of dead skin shed by you 
and your family, pooping, and 
multiplying! Each dust mite 
creates up to 20 pellets of 
microscopic waste a 
day. Achoo! 


Leave a Message 


The grave of Guy Akrish of Ashkelon, Israel, who 
died at age 17 ina traffic accident in 1998, has 
a headstone shaped like a giant cell phone. The 


epitaph reads, “Hello, this is Guy. How are you 
doing?” 


boing Dut with Ban! 


Celebrate Life, a company in California, 
will scatter a deceased Person's ashes in a 
spectacular fireworks display called Heaven 
Sent. Themes include “Knocking on Heaven’s 


Door,” “Stairway to Heaven,” and “When Irish 
Eyes Are Smiling.” 
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* Blowing His Own Horn 


Because of a shortage of bugle players, 

a recording of USA Army Sergeant Major 

Woodrow “Woody” English playing “Taps” | 

has been copied onto digital chips that were 
then fitted to electronic bugles used at 

military funerals around the country. A flip 

\ of the switch, and the bugle plays by 


itself. English believes he’ll be the 
first bugler ever to play at his 
own funeral! 


sland off the coast of 


In Madagascar, an | 
Africa, many people believe that honoring 


their dead loved ones with a sumptuous 
feast will bring the entire family good 
fortune. Every five years OF so, families 
observe a_ holiday called Famadihana, 
when they remove their dead relatives from 
their tombs, fill them in on family gossip, 
and even dance with them. Afterward, 
the corpses are given new shrouds and 


returned to their graves. 
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Dying for Business 


That's the slogan at Skeletons in the 


Closet, a gift shop in the Los Angeles 


Coroner’s Office. There, customers 


can buy hats, mugs, clothing, body 
bags, toe tags, beach towels, mouse 
pads, key chains, and magnets — all 
appropriately decorated with skeletons, 
skulls, and body outlines. 


LTS Yy, 
TY 

‘\ 

\\) 

A\) 

\\ 

SS 


Uy 
TTT 

T 
u 

i\ 


Researchers at the University of Rochester in 
New York are perfecting bandages that indicate if an 
infection is present. Layers of silicon in the bandages 
contain molecules that bind with certain types 
such as E. coli and strep- 

held device, health 
examine 
the bandagé with laset light. 
Depending on what color the 
bandage turns, they'll know what 

J kind of bacteria is in the wound. 
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ORAzY CURES 


Saca Hospital in Slovakia have been wearing 
headphones. Why? The doctors feel that the next 
best thing to the comfort of hearing a mother’s 
heartbeat around the clock are the soft sounds 
of music by Mozart and Vivaldi. The music helps 
to relieve not only the babies’ stress but also the 


nurses’! 
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& Kernel of Truth 
z Centuries ago, the Maya used their 
— % own version of penicillin to treat 
ZS ulcers and some types of infections — 


mold called cuxum, which grew 
on roasted corn that had 
been left to rot! 
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Blackout! 


On December 16, 1997, at 6:50 pm, 685 
People in Japan, Mostly children, suffered 
epileptic seizures at exactly the same 
time. The mystery was solved when it was 
discovered that all the victims had been 
watching the same television program — a 
show called Pokémon. It seems the seizures 
were triggered by the Program’s flashing 
blue and red lights. 
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Headsirong 


In 1997, Alison Kennedy was riding | | 
on a train in England when astranger _ 
plunged a 6-inch knife hilt-deep into 
her skull — yet Kennedy survived 
the attack with only minor 
aftereffects! 
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Nicky Owen of Leeds, 
England, has an 
identical twin sister. In 
1996, Owen gave birth 
to identical twin boys. 
Seven years later, she 
again had twin boys, 
this time nonidentical. 
What are the odds of 
this happening? About 
11 million to one! 


me Walter Hudson of Hempstead, New York, 
ighed 1,197 pounds. Though 


¢ his life in his bedroom, he 
His good humor and 


The only ti 
ever went neaf a scale, he we 
he spent the last 27 years O 


did not lack for companionship. 
ways made him a favorite of his many nieces and 


nephews — and despite his weight, he was healthy. 
In 1987, Hudson became famous when he got 
stuck in his bedroom doorway, and it took eight 
firefighters three hours to rescue him. Soon he 

was beset by people who encouraged him 

to lose weight with one fad diet or another. 

After several years of dieting, Hudson's 

health deteriorated, and he died in 1991. 
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Touchi AN atm i 
of eee Performance! Nate Richard nea 
mosassa, Florida, can perform the Ce Ot eG 
very unusual act of ing hi ls eisee: cel 
of touching his elbow with MINN ACA” Cee se i 


his four-inch-long tongue. 


Stubble Trouble 


Grace Gilbert of Kalkaska County, Michigan, traveled 
with the Ringling Brothers and Barnum and Bailey 


Circus during the early 20th century. Why did people 
ad a beard — and it was 


were 
Oa aS a 
We a a higs nan * 


stand in line to see her? She h 
10 inches long! 


herself the perf 
and custom-ma 
was 9 feet long: 


Cool! 


in 2001, Dr. Birgit Schittek and her 
colleagues at Eberhard-Karls University in 


Tubingen, Germany, discovered a germ- 


killing protein in sweat and isolated the 
gene responsible for it. Both gene and 
protein are called dermicidin. The 


protein Is 
manufactured in the sweat glands and helps 


fight infections from a fungus and several 
types of bacteria, including E. coli. 
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“at human BF 7 
ee psycholog at Cornell Univer 
They're patt of aco 


contained 600 brain 

by professor B 

collected the brains 

co-workers, friends, 

About 200 remained in 1978, but 
many Were ba 

had to be discar 

only about 70 brain 

Wilder's. Most are $ 
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Slick! 


In 2004, an elevator company 
drained hydraulic fluid into drums and 
left them in the parking lot of a hospital 

in North Carolina. The barrels were labeled 
Mon-Kienz, the name of a detergent used to 


wash surgical tools, so hospital workers called the 


detergent supplier to pick them up. The supplier, 
unaware of what was really in the drums, put 
them in a warehouse and, later, shipped the 
drums back out as detergent. The result? About 
3,800 patients at two hospitals in the Duke 
University Health System were operated on 
with surgical instruments that had been 
cleaned with hydraulic fluid instead 
of detergent! Oops! 
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more than 20,000 

them are @ giant ¢ 

Shared live, 
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i ang and Eng, Who lived durin 
e early 1800s. One of ie 
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a ; items, however, if “the 
, Y °T a Woman Who Was buried ; 

Soul tae turned me 

soap! 


strangest 


her corpse into 


HEAD SPINNERS 


Spooky! 


If you're afraid of ghosts, stay away from Prestbury 
in Gloucestershire: It’s said to be the most haunted 
village in England. Among the spirits spotted there, 
are a knight in armor, a shepherd and his sheep, and 
the Black Abbot, who haunts the churchyard. When 
photographer Derek Stafford developed some pictures 
he'd taken in the floodlit churchyard on November 
22, 1990, he found a ghostly hooded figure, assumed 
to be the Abbot, looming over the gravestones! 


VWAEEL OF 


In 1797, George Mitford let his daughter, English 
novelist Mary Russell Mitford (1787-1865), pick the 
number for a ticket in the Irish lottery for her tenth 
birthday. She picked 2224 because the numbers 
added up to ten. Her father bought her the ticket — 
and Mary won first prize: £20,000 — the equivalent 
of about $88,800! 


After a woman returned 
$11,000 worth of money she 
found on a street in Haarlem, The 
Netherlands, in 1999, she won 
the equivalent of $41,900 
in the Dutch lottery. 


OO 


M = In 2004, 70 bidders in China 
competed in an online auction for 

$ the cell phone number 135 8585 
inmis76. two 4 8585, which sounds like “Let me 


a a German clergy- q be rich be rich be rich be rich” in 
men encountered a veritable windfall Chinese. The highest bid was 9 
MB when the equivalent of $1,130 million yuan — the equivalent 
> of $1,100,000! 
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worth of bills floated down from the sky. 
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Happy Anniversary! tn 1943, during : 
World War II, Master Sergeant John 

Hassebrock of Buffalo Center, lowa, married J 
a Women’s Army Corps corporal before q 
leaving for Europe. In the confusion of war, a 
the couple lost track of each other. Then N 
one evening, when Hassebrock was bi 
spending the night at a farmhouse near the 

front lines in France, he ran into his wife 

— on the exact date and hour of their first 


wedding anniversary! 


City in 2001! 


Holy Cow! 


White buffalo are considered sacred 
by the Lakota Sioux, but according to 
the National Bison Association the 

chances of one being born are onl 
one in ten million — yet since 1997 
seven white buffalo have been Bork 

at the Spirit Mountain Ranch 
in Flagstaff, Arizona! 


in 1997, Aimée Morgana of New York City 
began teaching her African grey parrot, N’kisi, 
to speak. By age five, he had a vocabulary of more 


7 

, 
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i 

y 

\ than 700 words and could speak in grammatically 
q 

q 

‘K 

' 

q 
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correct sentences. N’kisi also seems to have a bit of ESP. 
In a controlled experiment, Morgana and N’kisi were 
put in separate rooms and filmed as Morgana opened 
envelopes containing picture cards. The parrot used so 
many appropriate words to describe the pictures that 
the odds against his doing so by chance were about 
2,000 to 1! 
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In 1915, a cartoonist named W. E. Hill adapted 
the picture above from a trading card. Do you 


bz ies Zz ez, ia Zz id ik) see a young woman or an old woman? 


Are there pale circles between the 
squares? What happens when you 
try to look directly at them? 
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Are the tiles in the picture uneven? Test 
them with a ruler. 
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Is the top hat higher than it is wide 
at the brim? 


Do the orange lines in the picture 
look curved? 
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Tilt the page down and away from you. Can 
you see the letters? What do they say? 


BPs Pees 


* 
2, § 


@ Not counting the diamond, what shape 
do you first notice in the figure? Can you 
see another shape? 
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When it comes to Winning, 


athletes 


We 
Q) | 


are ) 


Come be “ = ee 
might do well to Consider a 2004 On August 28, oe of 
British Study Which found that year-old Hee By 
Wearing the color red gives Competitors a ner eoxbury, fe 
a bit of an edge. It seems that when ae sachusetts — 
equally matched Olympians Were ba caught by 
Paired in One-on-one events, such as 12-year-old Le 

freestyle Weesting, th ove Who were Carew. —_ 
randomly assigned red outfits Won their elpfletten 


injured! 
Competitions about a5 Percent of UO 


the time COmPared tothe. blue-clad 
OPPOnents, 


Who Won Jost 4s Percent 
of the time. 


Moleosophy is the art of 
divining a person's q 
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her body! 
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The Die Is Cast 


In 1066, an astrologer assured William The 
Conqueror that when he invaded England 
with 400 ships, he would meet with no 
e. The prediction came true, but 

terribly impressed: It seems 

t down with 


— and William 


fool to listen To 2 
foretell his own fate! 
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An interactive Cinderella comforter 
made by WestPoint Home is woven 
from conductive threads that when 
touched, light up and make a swoosh 
sound as though a fairy godmother 
has just waved her wand — exactly 
% what every child needs to 
‘ get to sleep! 
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in 2005, the Nissan Motor Company unveiled a new 
concept cat called the Pivo. Described as 4 "rotating 
egg on wheels,” the Pivo has a three-seat cabin that 
can pivot 360 degrees, doing away with the need to 

neuverability, coupled with its 9-foot 

jength, ma 9 a breeze to parallel park, 

even in tight spaces. other innovations 

' include a display screen that runs along 
MI elle - the bottom of the windshield, 4 
—== monitor that eliminates blind spots, 
and a zero-emissions electric motor 
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The first car race, held on December 18 at 
Achéres, France, was called “wheel racing” 
because It was the first time a race was held 
where only gear-powered vehicles were 
eligible. The winner was Count Gaston 
de Chasseloup-Laubat who achieved the 
record-breaking speed of 39.244 miles per 
hour in his Jeantaud, an electric car. 


On September 25, Andy Green drove the 
Thrust SSC Il, powered by two jet engines, at 
a speed of 714.144 miles per hour, becoming 
the first driver to exceed 700 miles per hour. 
On October 15, he drove the same car at a 
speed of 763.035 and became the first driver 
to break the sound barrier — also known as 
Mach 1 — which Is 1.021 times the speed 
that sound travels through air! 


The Napler-Campbell Bluebird (below) was 
the first car designed specifically to break the 
land speed record. On February 4, Malcolm 
Campbell drove the gasoline-powered car 
at a record speed of 174.88 miles per hour 
at Pendine Sands, Wales. At Daytona Beach, 
Florida, on March 29, Henry Segrave reached 
a velocity of 203.792 miles per hour in a 
Sunbeam 1000 HP and became the first driver 
to exceed 200 miles per hour. fr 


Gary Gabelech set a new land 
speed record of 622.407 miles 
per hour In the Blue Flame, 
the first rocket-powered car, 
on October 23. 


On September 3, Malcolm Campbell set another 
record when he became the first driver to exceed 
300 miles per hour. He drove a Campbell Railton 
Rolls-Royce Bluebird at 301.129 miles per hour. 


On November 15, Craig Breedlove set yet another 
record when he drove a jet-powered racecar called 
the Spirit of America Sonic 1 at 600.601 miles per 
hour at the Bonneville Salt Flats, becoming the 
first driver to go faster than 600 miles per hour 
on land. 


On August 5, Craig Breedlove 
drove the Spirit of America, 
the first car to be powered 
by a jet engine, at a speed 
of 407.518 miles per hour at 
Utah’s Bonneville Salt Flats. He 
was the first driver to break 400 
miles per hour. 


Craig Breedlove also became 
the first driver to exceed 
500 miles per hour, when 
he drove the same jet- 
powered Spirit of America 
at 526.277 miles per hour at 
the Bonneville Salt Flats on 
October 15. 
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Chipping Away! Created by Adidas, 
the Adidas 1 running shoe uses a built- 


style and to changes in terrain. 
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Sweet! 


Forget your deodorant? You 
won't have to worry if you wear 
clothing from a company named 

Hot Chillys, which features 
fabric woven with Bio-Silver, an 

antimicrobial fiber that does 

away with BO. 
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i Invisible Man 


Though Kazutoshi Obana may look like ner 
i invisible, he’s really demonstrating ace 
camouflage technology at Tokyo University. 


mera behind his coat, which is 


caer nds film to a 


made of reflective material, se 


r which bounces the image off the 
Obana appear 


projecto 
| front of the coat — making 


| to be transparent. 
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Bread-Winner! Six chefs at a hotel 

in Tokyo, Japan, created a 10-foot-tall, 

- 100-pound replica of Godzilla using 
pieces of bread. 


Meltin’ John 

The first chocolate figure to be exhibited at Madame Tussaud’s 
London museum is a sculpture of Elton John. This sweet work 
of art was made from 277.8 pounds of Cadbury chocolate. To 
prevent the sun going down on the sculpture and turning Elton 
john into Meltin’ John, the chocolate carving, which took over 
1,000 hours to create, is being kept under constant surveillance 


in its frigid air-conditioned tent. 
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British artist Mare Quinn produced 
Self, a sculptural self-portrait of his 
head made from nine pints of his 
own frozen, congealed blood that 
he had harvested over 4 period of 


five months! 
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Inventor Rod Sprules has a created 
Java-Logs for the fireplace that 


burn brighter and with prettier 
flames than wood logs. What are 


objects differen” For example, 
and turned the 


? 
he’s used bicycle — ench to form they made of? Compressed, 
iant insect, 4 WT d recycled coffee grounds. 
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All Buttoned Up 


What do you put inside a button-covered hearse? 


J nothing, Stevens got 
rnal efforts are a button- 

covered suit, toilet seat, guitar, Ameri 

his crowning achievement — the he 


can flag, and 
covered with 600,000 buttons! 


arse, which is 


Hood-Winked 


Sculptor Jud Turner of Eugene, ° 
Oregon, likes keeping his artwork 
right out in front — of cars, that 
is. Among his many custom hood 
ornaments are dinosaurs, 


scorpions, and skulls. 
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crack! 


Bob Hoke of Scottsdale, Arizona, USES high- 
speed drills to carve delicate filigree patterns 


on ostrich eggs, each of which can take up to 


400 hours to complete. 


iod of Tour months, Yvonne 
Millner of Hopkins, South Carolina, used 
147 bottles of nail polish to paint her car 
__ which she’s named Smiley. 
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food Drawer 


When his pantry needed replenishing 
artist Michelangelo (1478-1564) sketched 
still lifes of wine, fruit, bread and 
spaghetti (depending on what he needed) 
as a shopping list for his illiterate cook. 


PB Then the per veers TO 
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y oan alls 
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remote control device held by someone 

else. the technique iS called galvanic 

] vestibular stimulation, bros Possible 

applications include making computer 

aming more realistic and he ie people 
impaired sense of balance- 
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X-treme Shopping Moldy Oldies 


A 

: fic Tyler of Beccles, England, created a In 1928, biochemist Alexander Fleming 
je propelleg shopping cart that is capable of Scotland created living paintings using 
of going faster than 50 miles per hour — penicillin and bacillus molds on blotting 


and it only cost him £90 to make. paper! 
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accidents 
automobile, 61, 67 
camping, 65 
falling from window, 118 
helicopter, 66 
hiking, 67 
mountain climbing, 64 
ocean, 64 
snowstorm, 66 
train, 60, 66, 103 
water intake pipe, 66 
acrobats, 10, 20 
Achéres, France, 126 
Adams, John, 88 
Adams, John Quincy, 89 
Adelaide University, 98 
Adidas 1 running shoe, 128 
Adlai E. Stevenson High School, 39 
adventure seeking, 32-43 
Africa, 56, 61, 71, 74, 75, 79, 93, 122 
African grey parrot,109, 115 
aircraft, SR-71 8lackbird, 30. 
Akrish, Guy, 92 
Alaska, 56 
Atbuquerque, New Mexico, 63 
Albuquerque International 8alloon Fiesta, 12 
alcoholism treatment, 57 
Aldrin, Edwin “8uzz,” 31 
Ali, Hadji, 18 
alien abductions, 25 
Allahabad, India, 40 
Altdredge, Alice, 29 
alligator snapping turtle, 80 
Alpine Finger Draw Hook championship, 53 
Amarillo, Texas, 18 
Amazonian tree ant, 81 
American presidents, 88-89 
Amethyst, 27 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands, 136 
anatomy. See also health 
complexity of, 5 
facts about, 100-101 
Andersson, Malte, 74 
anglerfish, 23, 28 
animals, 68-81. See o/so cats; dogs; pets; 
specific animals 
alligator snapping turtle, 80 
ants, 81 
aye-aye, 71 
baboons, 74 
bats, 81 
beetles, 73 
bison, white, 115 
black bear, 63, 65 
boar, 10 
bonding among, 78-79 
buffalo, white, 115 
California dogface butterfly, 72 


mole, star-nosed, 71 
mollusks, 76 
mummies, 85 
parrots, 89, 108-109, 115 
pet cemeteries, 93 
pigs, 79 
pitohui, 77 
poison dart frog, 77 
rats, 79 
scorpions, 41, 72 
snails, 76 
snakes, 50, 66, 70, 77 
spiders, 80 
spittlebugs (froghoppers), 73 
squirrels, 67 
tarsier, 69, 70 
tigers, 79, 81 
toads, 11, 90 
wasps, 131 
wombat, 71 
World’s Ugliest Dog Contest, 70 
worms, 28 
ankylosing spondylitis, 106 
Antarctica, 31 
ants, 81 
Apotlo 11, 31 
Apollo Theater, 48, 49 
Apophis asteroid, 24 
aquamarine, 27 
Arizona, 18, 115, 138 


Armillaria ostoyoe (honey mushroom), 26 


Armstrong, Neil, 31 
around-the-world trip, 40, 41 
art 
automobiles, 137 
butter sculptures, 132 
car bumper sculptures, 134 
chocolate sculpture, 121, 133 
found, 113, 115, 134-135 
frozen blood sculpture, 134 
Michelangelo, still tife as 
shopping list, 138 
ostrich eggs, carved, 138 
paintings, living, 139 
recycled trash, 134 
artist-in-residence program, 134 
Ashkelon, Israel, 92 
Asiatic black bear, cats and, 78 
Assyria, ancient, 48 
asteroids, 24 
astrology, 110, 118, 119 
astronomy 
Apophis asteroid, 24 
Earth, 26-27 
facts about, 30 
Milky Way galaxy, 30, 100 
Object 2003U8, ,, (Xena), 25 
Tempel 1 (comet), 24, 110 
athletics 
baseball, 37 


speed records, 126-127, 137 
automobile accidents, 61, 67 
Autosomal Dominant Compelling 

Helio-Ophthalmic Outburst 

(ACHOO),100 
Axelson, Terry, 136 
aye-aye, 71 


baboons, 74 
bacteria, 28, 91, 96, 106, 129 
8actrian camel, 78 
8ai, Marina, 110 
baldness, 49 
8anana Bike, 136 
bandages, infection indicated by, 96 
8anda people, 56 
8angladesh, 50 
8araniuk, Daniel, 15 
8arcelona, Spain, 16 
8arnum and Bailey Circus, 105 
8arris, George, 124 
baseball, 36, 37 
baseball bat, giant model of, 54 
Basilica of Saint Peter, 19 
bathtub, automobile made from, 136 
8atmobile, 124 
bats, 81 
8aumgartner, Felix, 35 
8aylor College of Medicine, 97 
bearded woman, 105 
bears, 63, 65, 78 
8eccles, England, 139 
8edford, Jan, 134 
bedroom, household pests, 91 
beer bottles, opening of, 43 
beetles, 73 
belching, 50 
8elfast, Ireland, 119 
8ell, Wanda, 113 
8engal tiger, 79 
8ergler, Reinhold, 42 
8erkeley, California, 25 
8erlin, Germany, 35 
8erlin Zoo, 78 
8ethlehem, Pennsylvania, 113 
bicycles 
around-the-world ride, 40 
World Naked 8ike Ride, 14 
bioluminescence 
cancer research, 98 
fireflies, 72 
scorpions, 72 
8io-Silver fiber, 129 
8ishopville, North Carolina, 136 
bison, white, 115 
8lack Abbot, 110 
blackouts, squirrels causing, 67 
black smokers (hydrothermal vents), 29 


British Museum, 20, 130 

Brookfield Zoo, 74 

8rooks, Garth, butter sculpture of, 132 
broom, largest in world, 7 

8rownell, Katie, 37 

bubble gum, 32-33, 37 

8uddhists, 86 

buffalo, white, 115 

8uffalo Center, lowa, 114 

building collapse, rescue from, 64 
burial 86, 88 

8urlington, Wisconsin, 57 

8urmese python, 77 

8ush, George W., 130 

butter sculptures, 132 

butterfly, 72 

buttons, hearse and coffin covered in, 136 


G 
Cadillac Ranch, 18 
Caesar, Keisha, 49 
Calais, France, 35 
California, 19, 25, 64, 66, 70, 93, 115, 
134, 136 
California dogface butterfly, 72 
Camberwell College, 133 
Cambridge, Aina-Soe, 32-33, 37 
camels, 78 
camouflage, optical, 129 
Campbell, Malcolm, 126, 127 
Campbell Railton Rolls-Royce 8luebird, 127 
Campbell's Soup | and II (Warhol), 17 
camping accident, 65 
Canada, 39, 52, 54, 55 
cancer research, 98, 99 
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nose, sneezing, 100 


Oo 

Obana, Kazutoshi, 129 
Oberhofer, Lori, 77 
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Pendine Sands, Wales, 126 

penicillin, 99, 139 

Pennsylvania, 57, 107, 113 

perception, optical illusions, 116-117 

Petaluma, California, 70 

pets. See ofso animals; cats; dogs; 

specific animals 
cemeteries for, 93 
Hurricane Katrina, 60 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 107 

Phillips, Zack, 5, 47 

photography, fake, 130 

Pi calculations, 43 

piddock, 76 

piercing. See body piercing 

pigs, 79 

pitohui, 77 

Pivo concept car, 124 
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Robinson’s soft-drink company, 20 
Rocha, Peter, 133 
Rochester, University of, 96 
Rockefeller Plaza, 20 
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